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R etired Brigham Young University organic chemistry professor Richard

Thomas Hawkins passed from this mortal existence December 12, 2013, in
Orem, Utah, at the age of 84. Richard was born September 9, 1929, in Provo, Utah, to

Willard Davis Hawkins and Wilma Stolworthy. As a teen he distinguished himself as

a clarinetist and performed in a local professional orchestra in his twenties, but chose
to pursue a career in science rather than music. He graduated valedictorian with his

bachelor's degree in chemistry from Brigham Young University. While working as a
research chemist for Phillips Petroleum Company in Bartlesville, Oklahoma, he met

his sweetheart, Willia Marie Littleford. Drafted into the army during the Korean War,

he served as a chemist at the Rocky Mountain Arsenal in Denver. Richard and Marie
were married in the Salt Lake LDS temple on September 28, 1955. Following his

military service, Richard earned his doctorate in chemistry at the University of
Illinois. He then accepted a position on the BYU chemistry faculty, where he taught

organic chemistry from 1959 until retirement in 1995. Richard was active in the

Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, where he served faithfully in many
capacities, including Sunday school teacher, choir director, high councilor, and

bishop. He is preceded in death by his beloved wife, Marie (August 27, 2000), and
brother, Carl Stolworthy Hawkins. Richard is survived by his brother Floyd Keith

Hawkins and sister Barbara Allred; his children Vance (Lisa) Hawkins, Alice (Brad)
Harward, and Nancy (Bob) Drabicki; 13 grandchildren; and 7 great-grandchildren.

Viewings will be held Monday, December 16, from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m., and Tuesday,

December 17, from 10:00 to 10:45 a.m., followed by the funeral service at 11:00 a.m.,
in the LDS meetinghouse at 865 West 1000 North, Orem. Interment will be in the

Orem city cemetery.
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DR Don Rogers posted:

Richard was a very kind man who befriended me when I was stationed in Denver duringmy Air

Force days. He and Marie invited me over for dinner several times and both of them were always

very gracious and hospitable.I am now 86 years old and while exchanging memories with my best

buddy from that time, Richard's name came up. I googled his name and found this site. May he,

and Marie, rest in peace.Don RogersCamano Island, WA

April 25 at 11:38 AM
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Memories only last if you share them
Join us in honoring Richard by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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